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The most important town in this district is Zanzibar, the capital
of an old slave-trading sultanate over which the English estab-
lished a protectorate in 1890. The town was a great centre for Arab
merchants from all over the Indian Ocean. They were probably
responsible for the spread of the Swahili language, the jargon of
Zanzibar, which is now spoken all along the east coast of Africa
just as Malayan has become the lingua franca of the islands of the.
Dutch East Indies. At the present time a slight knowledge of
Swahili is the most valuable asset for anyone wishing to do business
along the three thousand miles of the Indian Ocean front and their
millions of square miles of hinterland.
That closes the chapter on northern Africa, except fo? the
narrow coastal region that lies between the Atlantic and the moun-
tains of the Sudan and the Cameroon mountains. This strip of
land has been known these last four hundred years as Upper
Guinea and Lower Guinea. I have already mentioned the Guineas
when I spoke of slavery, for it was there that the* black ivory * was
gathered ere it was made ready for shipment to the rest of the
world. To-day that coast belongs to a number of nations, which
realize the growing value of die plant products of this region,
particularly palm products.
Sierra Leone is an old English settlement which, like Liberia just
to the west of it, was intended to be a homeland for former slaves.
Neither Sierra Leone nor Liberia, with its capital city of Monrovia,
amounts to anything except sad disappointments in the hearts of a
good many perfectly honest men and women who had hoped for
better things when they generously offered their money to return
the black man to the country of his great-grandfather's birth.
The Ivory Coast is French. Accra, in British territory, known as
the Gold Coast, has a harbour, but a new harbour has been con-
structed at Takoradi, further west. Railways run inland from both
places. Nigeria is also English. The capital is Lagos. Dahomey
was an independent native state until the French took it in 1893.
Cameroon was German until the War. It is now a French pro-
tectorate. So was Togo until it was partitioned between the French
and the English as mandated territory. So was and is Togo. The
rest is part of the French Congo, making the whole of that part of